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I am in conflict with the law and I have no financial 
means to hire a lawyer, what can I do? The Public 
Defense can help you.

OUR MISSION
We assist, advise and represent individuals that have no lawyer due

to lack of economic means, or any other circumstance in a permanent and 
continuous manner. Our highly qualified, trustworthy and service-oriented staff offer 
legal and judicial assistance in a technical and effective way, promoting access to 
justice, respect to fundamental rights and the judicial process.

OUR VISION
To consolidate an independent organization with integrity and high quality 
standards, which puts the justice system to the service of people according to the 
requirements of the rule of law. 

What are Public Defenders? 

The public defenders are 
lawyers that give free legal aid to 
individuals that are going under a 
criminal proceeding and due to lack 
of financial means or any other 
circumstance cannot hire a lawyer. 

What services do you offer? 
 Free legal counselling and

guidance before and during the 
legal process in any stage it may be.
 To give legal assistance and
representation to a detainee or
defendant as requested by the
individual or a family member.

What are the Public Defenders 
service hours? 

The Public Defense office hours are 
from 8 am till 4:30 pm. There is a 
public defense available in 
jurisdictions were coercive 
measures are taken after 5 pm on 
weekends or holidays.

What do I need in order for my case to 
be managed by a public defender?

If you are an individual in conflict 
with criminal law, and due to lack of 
financial means or any other 
circumstance does not have a lawyer, 
you have the right to be assisted by a 
public defender.

Public Defender's Areas of Expertise
 Ordinary Criminal Law Defense
 Juvenile Criminal Law Defense
 Execution of Custodial Sentences

What is Public Defense?

It's a free legal aid service for 
individuals that do not have a lawyer and 
do not have the financial means to hire 
one. It was created by the Dominican 
Government via the legal resolution 
number 5 dated April 19th, 2002 of the 
Supreme Court of Justice, later by law 
number 227 dated August 12th, 2004 
and embodied in Article 176 of the 
Dominican Constitution.
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If you are detained by 

the police, they must 

identify themselves, 
announcing their 
name, rank and 
institution. They also 
have to provide the 
motives for your 
arrest. 
(Art. 276.1:95.1;95. 3 
del Código Procesal 
Penal; ordinales 2 y 3 

del Art 40 de la 
Constitución).

From the moment 

of your arrest, you 
have the right to a 
statement 
documenting the 
time, place and 
date of your 
arrest. The 
circumstances and 
the individuals who 
took part in the 
arrest should also 
appear on this 
document. (Art. 
276.8 del Código 
Procesal Penal).

If you are detained, 
you should not be 
presented on any 
media outlet or to 
the local 
community; unless 
you give your 
consent, in the 
presence of your 
lawyer and after 
previous consultation. 
(Arts. 276.6 y 95.8 
del Código Procesal 
Penal).

You must be 
informed of your 
right to not 
incriminate 
yourself, meaning 
you have the right 
to remain silent at 
all times without it 
being used against 
you. 
(Art. 69.6 de la 
Constitución; Arts. 
276.5 y 95.6  del 
Código Procesal 
Penal).

If you are arrested 
by the police, they 
may not use 
unnecessary force 
or violence. (Arts. 
37 y 42 de la 
Constitución; Arts. 
276.2 y 95.2 del 
Código Procesal 
Penal).

From the moment you 

are arrested, you 

must be informed of 
your right to a 
lawyer of your 
choosing, and if you 
cannot afford a 
lawyer, you can ask 
for a public 
defender. (Art. 176 
de la Constitución; 
Arts. 276.5 y 95.5 del 

Código Procesal 
Penal).

If you are detained 
by the prosecutor or 
the police, you have 
the right to insist that 

you be presented 

with a written and 
reasoned arrest 
warrant by a judge.
(Ordinales 1 y 5 del 
Art. 40 de la 
Constitución) unless 
you are caught 
breaking the law or 
other laws under 
ordinales del 

Art. 224 del Código 

Procesal Penal.

Código Procesal Penal > Criminal Procedure Code   la Constitución > the Constitution      ordinales > ordinals

You have the right to, 
immediately and 

effectively, call your 

relatives, a trusted 

person or your lawyer in 

order to inform them of 

your arrest and the 

location you are or are 

being brought to.

(Art. 2 ley 6-96; 

Arts. 276.7 y 95.4 del 

Código Procesal Penal; 

Art. 40.4 de la 

Constitución de la 

República Dominicana).

When you are arrested, 
you have the right to be 
treated with dignity and 
respect, and therefore 
you cannot be beaten, 
humiliated, mistreated or 
suffer any kind of abuse. 
(Arts. 37 y 42 de la 
Constitución; Art. 276.4 y 
95.2 del Código Procesal 
Penal).
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The acting official 

(prosecutor or 
police) must warn 

you that they 

suspect you of 

carrying an object 

related to a crime  on 

your person or in 

your belongings 

(Art. 176 del Código 

Procesal Penal).

You must be 

presented with a 
written order by a 

judge instructing 

the search (Art. 180 

del Código Procesal 

Penal; Art. 44.1 de 

la Constitución).

You must be 

presented with a 
copy of the written 

order  authorizing 

the search (Art. 

183 del Código 

Procesal Penal). 

A legal 

declaration of the 

performed 

search, should be 

provided for you 

to read. You will 

be asked to sign 

it. 

(Art. 176 del 

Código Procesal 

Penal).

You will be presented to 

a judge promptly and 

always within 48 hours 

as stated in the 

Dominican Criminal 

Procedural Code and 

the Dominican 

Constitution (Art. 224, 

225 del Código Procesal 

Penal; Art. 40.5 de la 

Constitución).

You should be told to 
show the object in 

question you have 

on your person. It 

must be YOU, not the 

acting official, 

showing  the object 

that you may have on 

your person or in 

your belongings 

(Art. 176 del 

Código Procesal 

Penal).

The search should 

conducted between 

the hours of 6 am 

and 6 pm. A night-

time search may be 

conducted only if it is 

authorized by a judge 

(Art. 179 del Código 

Procesal Penal).

While being frisked, 
your dignity and 

modesty must be 

respected and an 

officer of the same 
sex must conduct the 

search (Art. 176 del 

Código Procesal 

Penal).

You are permitted 
to read and sign 

the drawn up 
statement of the 

search conducted 

(Art. 176 del 

Código Procesal 

Penal).

You will be presented to 

a judge promptly and 

always within 48 hours 

as stated in the 

Dominican Criminal 

Procedural Code and 

the Dominican 

Constitution (Art. 224, 

225 del Código Procesal 

Penal; Art. 40.5 de la 

Constitución).

If you are being searched

If your home is being searched



I have a juridical problem and I don't have money to pay 
a lawyer. What I do? The Public Defense can help you.

Oficina Nacional de Defensa Pública 
 Calle Danae no. 20, Gazcue 

Tel: +1 (809) 686-0556  Ext. 222 
www.defensapublica.gob.do     

direccion@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Distrito Nacional 

Palacio	de	Justicia	de	Ciudad	Nueva,	4th floor	
C/ Fabio	Fiallo	Esq.	Beller
Flota: +1(809)722-7350, Flota Recepción: +1(809) 722-7348 
Tel: +1(809) 221-8383	Ext.	302	& 	303
E-mail:	distritonacional@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Distrito Provincia Sto. Dgo. 
Palacio de Justicia de la Provincia Santo Domingo 
Av. Charles de Gaulle no. 27, Santo Domingo Este 
Flota: +1(809) 722-2042, Flota Recepción: +1(809) 722-7351 
Tel: +1(809) 483-4805 Ext. 201
E-mail: provinciasantodomingo@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Las Caobas	
Av.	Las	Palmas,	Palacio	de	Justicia	de	las	Caobas,	4th floor	
C/	4,	Santo	Domingo	Oeste.
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-8988,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(809) 722-1060						
Tel:	+ 1(809) 922-3533
E-mail: lascaobas@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Monte Plata 
Palacio	de	Justicia,	2nd floor
C/	Jos�	Francisco	Pe�a	G�mez,	Monte	Plata.	
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-7339,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-5910	
Tel:	+ 1(809) 551-6327
E-mail:	monteplata@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Villa Altagracia

C/	Robertico	Jim�nez	no. 24,	
Sector	Los	Alemanes,	Villa	Altagracia.
Flota:	+ 1(829) 292-4267,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-5922	
Tel: +1(809) 559-4580
E-mail:	villaaltagracia@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Bonao (Monseñor Nouel)	
Palacio	de	Justicia,	2nd	floor
Autopista	Duarte	KM.	83.5,	Bonao	
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-3027,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-5917	
Tel:	+ 1(809) 525-8438
E-mail:	bonao@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública San Francisco de Macorís 
Palacio	de	Justicia de San Francisco de Macorís ,	1st floor C/ 27	de	
Febrero	Esq.	Emilio	Conde
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-7365,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(809) 722-7367	
Tel:	+ 1(809) 588-2325	Ext.	297;	+ 1(809) 588-0007
E-mail:	sanfrancisco@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Cotui (Sánchez Ramírez) 
Palacio	de	Justicia,	2nd floor	
C/ S�nchez	Esq.	C/ 4,	Sector	La	Esperanza,	Cotu�	
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-7335,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-7388	
Tel:	+ 1(809) 585-3868
E-mail:	cotui@defensapublica.gov.do

OÞcina	de	Defensa	P�blica Salcedo	(Hermanas	Mirabal)	
Palacio	de	Justicia,	1st floor
Av.	Hermanas	Mirabal	(exit of	Moca),	Salcedo
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-2478,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-5940 
Tel:	+ 1(809)	577-3237	Ext.	232,	234	 &	237
E-mail:	salcedo@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública La Vega

Palacio	de	Justicia	de	La	Vega,	1st floor	
C/	Garc�a	Godoy,	Esq.	C/ Monse�or	Panal,	La	Vega
Flota: +1(809) 722-7371, Flota Recepción: +1(809) 722-7355 
Tel: +1(809) 242-2970 Ext 235
E-mail: lavega@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Moca (Espaillat)

Palacio	de	Justicia,	2nd floor
C/ Duarte	no.	30,	Moca,	Espaillat
Flota:	+ 1(829) 292-2176,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-5918	
Tel:	+ 1(809) 578-3001
E-mail: espaillat@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Santiago

Palacio	de	Justicia,	1st floor
C/	Dr.	Federico	C.	çlvarez,		Ensanche	Rom�n, 	
Santiago	de	los	Caballeros	
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-7340,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(809) 722-7352			
Tel:	+ 1(809) 582-4010	Ext.	2369
E-mail:	santiago@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Mao (Valverde)

Palacio	de	Justicia,	2nd floor
Av.	Miguel	Crespo,	Mao,	Valverde	
Flota:	+ 1(829) 292-2173,		Flota	Recepci�n: +1(829) 259-5916	
Tel:	+ 1(809) 572-4376	Ext.	232
E-mail:	mao@defensapublica.gov.do

Spanish    English
Calle     Street
Barrio     Neighborhood
Avenida     Avenue
Esquina    Corner
Número    Number
Flota    Work phone
Recepción    Reception

www.defensapublica.gob.do


Oficina de Defensa Pública Puerto Plata

Palacio	de	Justicia	,	3rd floor
Av.	Hermanas	Mirabal	Esq.	Luis	Ginebra,	Puerto	Plata	
Flota: +1(829) 292-2669,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-5915	
Tel: +1(809) 586-2955	Ext.	264
E-mail:	puertoplata@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Montecristi

Palacio	de	Justicia,	1st floor
C/	Prolongaci�n	Pimentel	no.	107
B/	Las	Colinas,	Montecristi	
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-7364,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(809) 722-7368	
Tel:	+ 1(809) 579-3300
E-mail: montecristi@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública San Cristóbal

Palacio	de	Justicia,	3rd	floor
C/	Padre	Borb�n	Esq.	General	Cabral	no.	15,	San	Crist�bal	
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-8622,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(809) 722-7354	
Tel:	+ 1(809) 288-4066
E-mail:	sancristobal@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Azua 

Palacio	de	Justicia,	1st floor
C/	Hermanas	Nanitas,	Azua	
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-1025,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-5904	
Tel: +1(809) 521-3135	Ext. 240 &	241
E-mail:	azua@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Baní
Palacio de Justicia, 2nd floor
C/ Máximo Gómez no. 106, Baní, Peravia
Flota: +1(809) 722-5240, Flota Recepción +1(829) 259-5903 
Tel: +1(809) 522-3470 Ext. 252
E-mail: bani@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Pedernales
Palacio de Justicia, back entrance
C/ Duarte no. 1, Esq. Antonio Duverge, Pedernales
Flota: +1(809) 722-7194, Flota Recepción: +1(829) 259-5908 
Tel: +1(809) 524-0002
E-mail: pedernales@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública San José de Ocoa 

Palacio	de	Justicia,	1st floor,	back entrance
C/ General	Cabral,	Esq.	Mat�as	Mart�nez	no.	5
Pueblo	Arriba,	San	Jos�	de	Ocoa	
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-8269,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-5905	
Tel: +1(809) 558-2027	
E-mail:	sanjosedeocoa@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública La Romana	
Palacio	de	Justicia,	1st floor
C/ Restauraci�n	no.	1,	Esq.	Jos�	Mart�,	La	Romana
Flota:	+ 1(829) 292-2171,	Flota	Recepci�n: +1(809) 259-5914 
Flota	de	NNA:	+ 1(809) 722-8580
Tel:	+1(809) 556-5961	Ext. 248	
E-mail:	laromana@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Hato Mayor
Palacio	de	Justicia,	1st floor
Carretera	Yerba	Buena, KM.	1,	Hato	Mayor	
Flota:	+  1(829) 292-9554,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+  1(809) 259-5912 
Tel:	+  1(809) 553-3297
E-mail:	hatomayor@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Higüey

Conrado Building,	3rd floor
C/ Beller, Esq. Colon, 	Higüey	
Flota:	+ 1(829) 292-2170,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-5913		
Tel:	+ 1(809) 554-8634
E-mail:	higuey@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Neyba 

Palacio	de	Justicia,	2nd floor
Av.	27	de	Febrero	no. 4,	Neyba	
Flota:	+ 1(829) 722-3061,	Flota	Recepci�n:	1(829) 259-5907			
Tel:	+ 1(809) 527-3218
E-mail:	neyba@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Barahona	
B/	Mejoramiento	Social	Bameso	
C/ 27	de	Febrero	no.	15-B,	Barahona	
Flota:	+ 1(829) 346-8363,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(809) 722-7369	
Tel:	+ 1(809) 524-7022
E-mail:	barahona@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública San Juan de la Maguana	
Palacio	de	Justicia,	1st floor
C/	Luis	Pelayo	Gonz�lez	no.	4,	San	Juan	de	la	Maguana 
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-7362,	Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(809) 722-7366	
Tel:	+ 1(809) 557-4403	Ext.	229
E-mail: sanjuan@defensapublica.gov.do

Oficina de Defensa Pública Elías Piña 

Palacio	de	Justicia,	2nd floor
C/	27	de	Febrero,	El�as	Pi�a
Flota:	+ 1(809) 722-5026, Flota	Recepci�n:	+ 1(829) 259-5923								
Tel:	+1(809) 527-0138
E-mail: eliaspinas@defensapublica.gov.do




